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Only the Masters Know
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

VERY DAY | have been com-

menting on the Vars written
by Bhai Gurdas. As I have said pre-
viously, Bhai Gurdas did not write
these Vars because he was criticiz-
ing anyone. He did not criticize
anyone, and he did not have any 1ll
feelings towards anyone. In the
same way we should also not have
those feelings. We should also not
think that a certain person has so
many faults and shortcomings, be-
cause that is the work of the Mas-
ter. Only the Master knows how He
has to make His disciple pay off
his karmas and, along with it, how
He has to purify him and take him
back.

Saints and Mahatmas, the per-
fect Masters, not only explain the
theory to us, but when they give us
the Naam Initiation, they connect
our soul to that place, Sach Khand,
from where our soul has come into
this world. At the time of Initia-
tion, the Master sits within us in
the form of the Shabd, and only He

This talk, the fifth in a series of com-
mentaries on the Vars of Bhai Gur-
das, was given at Sant Bani Ashram,
Village 16PS, Rajasthan, India, on
February 28, 1989.
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knows how He is going to make us
pay off our karmas; that is why He
gives us experiences and choices
accordingly. Only the Master knows
what is good for us and what is not
good for us. We do not have any
idea about our karmas and we do
not know the causes of either our
comfort or our suffering. Only the
Masters know.

Our Master is the only one who
knows what is best for us. That is
why He gives us what we need ac-
cording to our karmas. We are so
ignorant of karma that we do not
know anything about it. It is like
when we put food in our mouth,
we do not know to which side of
the body it goes. So how can we
know anything about our karmas?
Only the Master knows how we can
best pay them off. That is why Mas-
ters always tell us that God Al-
mighty does not give pain or hap-
piness to anyone: we get pain and
happiness according to our own kar-
mas. Baba Jaimal Singh once told
Baba Sawan Singh, “Look here,
dear one, God Almighty gives us
pain and happiness only through
human beings. He does not give us
pain and happiness because He
wants to. Pain and happiness come
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to us through other people only be-
cause of our past karmas with
them.”

He also used to say that if God
Almighty becomes gracious on us
and if in His pleasure He gives us
the kingdom of the Three Worlds,
we should not get puffed up with
pride and ego; and if the same God
Almighty withdraws His grace and
takes the kingdom of the Three
Worlds from us, we should not get
upset or find fault with Him. When
it came in His Will and pleasure
He gave us that gift, and when He
wanted to withdraw 1t, He took it
back; it belonged to Him, it was
His thing, and He was free to do
anything He wanted with it.

Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj says,
“If people praise me, it is Your glo-
ry, and if they criticize me, [ will
not leave You.” He says that if peo-
ple praise you saying, “You are a
great Mahatma, you are doing a
very good Satsang, you have a good
influence on the people”™—at that
time, you should not think that you
are doing it. You should always
think that it is the glory of the Mas-
ter, because, in fact, we do not have
any good quality in ourselves. The
only good quality we have is that
we belong to a Master and the Mas-
ter is within us—if people criticize
you, if they say that you are a sin-
ner and you have all these bad qual-
ities and faults, you should not find
tault with the Master. You should
always remain in the Will of God,
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because if God Almighty wants. He
makes people praise you, and if
He wants, He makes people criti-
cize you. We should always remain
in the Will of God and whatever
comes in His Will, we should ac-
cept it.

Guru Sahib says that this is not
a small task. It is not easy work to
control the mind, because Mind 1s
not a small thing. It is a very big
power. It is very powerful in these
Three Worlds. and everyone in the
Three Worlds obeys his orders. You
know that when Mind ordered the
Rishis and Munis to do something.
even they bowed down to his or-
ders.

Dear Ones. the Masters have
given us a very strong remedy with
which we can control our mind.
And when we do, all the forces of
the mind—Iust, anger, greed. at-
tachment and egoism—come under
our control, and then we do not re-
main under their control: We are
no longer their servants. but in fact
they become our servants.

You might have read the lives
of the Rishis and Munis. The Rish-
is and Munis were not bad people.
they were very good people because
they did so much devotion of the
Lord. They performed many aus-
terities, and that is not child’s play.
It is not a small thing to perform
austerities: it takes a lot of energy
and it is very difficult. T myself
have done many different kinds of
practices, and 1 know what it takes
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to suffer hunger and thirst and how
difficult 1t is. So even though the
Rishis and Munis did so much de-
votion and they performed so many
austerities and did so many prac-
tices, still some of them were con-
quered by lust or anger and the
others by egoism. They thought,
“There is no one like me, and all
these things are happening only be-
cause of me.”

There was once a king named
Bhoj, who was a great scholar of
Sanskrit; and in his court he had
many learned scholars. Once it so
happened that a question came
into the mind of King Bhoj and
he wanted to know its answer.
The question was: “Which sin is it
which is like a swamp, so that if a
person gets into that sin he cannot
come out?” He asked his people
about that swamp-like sin, but no-
body was able to reply. There was
one very learned person in his court
who was kind of the chief of all
the others. When he was asked, he
was also confused. He tried his best
to satisfy the king, but he was not
able to convince him with his an-
swer. So the king told him, “I want
this answered to my satisfaction as
soon as possible, otherwise you will
be punished severely.” So that chief
became very worried.

When he went outside he saw a
shepherd, who noticed his worried
demeanor and asked him what the
matter was. The scholar replied, “1
am worried because my king has
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asked me this question—*Which sin
is it which is like a swamp?'—and
I do not know the answer. I have
tried my best but the king is not
convinced, and if I do not satisfy
him he is going to punish me or
kill me or do whatever he wants to
me. That’s what I am worried
about.” The shepherd said, “Well,
that is a very simple question, and
[ know the answer.” So the chief
said, “Well, why don’t you tell me?
That way I could get release.” He
said, “I can give you the answer;
but you know that if you want
someone to do something for you,
you have to pay him. So if you want
to gain knowledge from me—it is a
question of knowledge—if you gain
knowledge from me, you have to
become my disciple. And if you
become my disciple, you will have
to do what I tell you to do.” So that
chief said, “All right, I am ready to
become your disciple.”” He belonged
to a very high caste and the shep-
herd was a low-caste person, but
he really wanted the answer, so he
agreed.

But the shepherd said, “Well, no,
it is not that easy. In order to be-
come my disciple, you will have to
drink sheep’s milk—because I raise
sheep—that’s what I have—and you
will have to drink it.” The chief
replied, “You know that I belong
to a very high caste and we don’t
even like to touch sheep, what to
speak of drinking their milk! It is
very bad; it will spoil and ruin my
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religion; how can I possibly drink
it?” So the shepherd replied, “All
right, it is up to you, if you don’t
want to become my disciple, if you
don’t want to get the answer to your
question, then don’t drink the milk.”
The chief realized that he had made
a mistake, and he thought, “Well,
maybe after drinking the milk, I will
do some repentance.”

So he said, “All right—1I"11 drink
the milk!” but the shepherd said,
“Well, that was my condition then;
now that time has passed, so that
condition is no longer valid. Now
if you want to become my disciple,
and get the answer to your ques-
tion, you will have to drink con-
taminated sheep’s milk from which
both I and my dog will drink be-
fore you. Not only that, you will
have to drink it from a human
skull.” Now that chief said, “Well,
that is too much. How is it possible
for me to drink milk contaminated
by both you and your dog?!—and
out of a human skull?” The shep-
herd said, “Well this is the condi-
tion; 1f you want the answer to your
question, you can have it.” So the
chief thought, “Well, since I am
going to repent anyway, I will do it
for everything.” So he drank that
milk and then he asked for the an-
swer to that question.

The shepherd did not have any
long explanations to give him. He
said, “Well, dear one, you did not
understand. The answer to your
question was right with you. It is
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very simple. Greed is that sin; greed
is that swamp. If a person gets stuck
in it, he cannot get out. Because
you were greedy for the answer.
you agreed to whatever conditions
[ put in front of you., even though
they flew in the face of your reli-
gious beliefs: but you didn’t care.
because all you wanted was the an-
swer. Greed 1s the only thing which.
if you get into it, you can never
come out.”

The biggest reasons why people
criticize others are greed and ego-
ism. Egoism causes us to criticize.
and beyond that, we have greed be-
cause our interest is not being ful-
filled; we become jealous of the
other person; and from that jealou-
sy, criticism is born.

But the thoughts of those who
do the meditation of Naam and go
within are exactly opposite from the
thoughts of the critics. They have
conquered egoism. and they never
allow jealousy to be born. Before
jealousy is created. they have easi-
ly conquered it.

There is a story told of Prophet
Mohammed that once there was a
person who used to envy the Proph-
et very much, because he could not
understand why so many people
were following Him; he was always
jealous of Him. Once it so happened
that Prophet Mohammed, accompa-
nied by one of his sevadars, went
to a marketplace; and that same per-
son who envied Him was there. As
soon as he saw the Prophet he
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started calling names at Him and
shouting nonsense against Him, but
Prophet Mohammed just kept qui-
et: He did not respond to the names
or the shouting. The sevadar who
was accompanying the Prophet was
surprised because He was not re-
sponding in any way; He was just
quietly listening to what the other
person had to say. The sevadar said,
“Why don’t you answer him? You
know what he is saying is not
true!” But Prophet Mohammed kept
quiet. You know that even a per-
son who shouts or calls names at
others has a certain limit. So when
that limit came, that person quieted
down, and said nothing further.
Then Prophet Mohammed told his
sevadar, “Dear One, now you go
and ask him if he needs anything
and 1f there 1s anything I can do for
him. I will be very happy to serve
him.” That sevadar was very sur-
prised because all the Prophet had
gotten from the critic was abuse;
but instead of abusing him back or
trying to punish him, the Prophet
was offering his seva! He was as-
tonished because he did not realize
how humble the Beloveds of God
are. Sheikh Farid also says, “Those
who slap you with their arms, nev-
er beat them with your fists. Those
who come to your home, always
kiss their feet.”

Often such things happen in the
lives of the perfect Mahatmas. In
the time of Baba Sawan Singh, peo-
ple belonging to a particular sect
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set up a place right in front of the
Dera and did everything they could
against Him. But Baba Sawan Singh
did not reply to their criticisms or
abuses. Instead, He would invite
them to have food in the langar and
He used to say, “Dear Ones, since
you work so hard you might be hav-
ing some difficulty getting food or
other things; here we have the lan-
gar of the Master, and you are wel-
come to eat here whenever you
want.” Only the Mahatmas who
have done meditation—the perfect
Mahatmas—have this kind of heart.
Only they are the ones who can love
the critics. You know the condition
of the rest of us: how we are al-
ways ready to answer criticism even
when it is true. Sometimes we are
ten times more powerful than our
critics.

Extracting oil from sandal-
wood, one mixes it with
musk and camphor;

The perfumer makes a per-
fume by mixing seven
more fragrances.

It gets appreciated when one
wears it among those who
recognize it,

But if it is put on a donkey,
he does not know its val-
ue: He wanders in dirt.

The one who, after going in
the company of the Mas-
ter and listening to His
Words, does not make the
love and fear of the Mas-



ter dwell in his heart,
is blind although he has eyes,
and deaf despite his ears:
He does not gain anything.

Now Bhai Gurdas says, suppose
someone takes all different kinds
of fragrant things like sandalwood,
musk, camphor, and other things,
and if someone extracts the scent
and makes it into a perfume, and if
he wears that perfume and goes
among other people, then not only
1s the person who is wearing the
perfume appreciated, but so is the
perfume itself.

In the same way, what kind of
perfume does the Master make?
He makes perfume combining His
different virtues and qualities. He
mixes patience, contentment, dis-
crimination, and all the good quali-
ties He has, and He makes the per-
fume. He Himself is spreading the
fragrance and His disciples also
wear that perfume. So when those
disciples live according to the in-
structions of the Master—when
they wear those good qualities of
the Master—they are appreciated,
and the Master is also appreciated.
People then say, “This person is a
follower of the Master, and he has
His good qualities.”

Here Bhai Sahib calls manmukhs
“donkeys.” He says that if you put
that perfume on a donkey, he will
not appreciate it because he is an
animal who likes to go and live in
dirty places. So even though you
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put that very strong fragrance on
him, still he will go and put ashes
and dirt on his body. He doesn’t
appreciate the perfume, and neither
do the other donkeys among whom
he lives

Manmukhs may come to the
Masters; they may listen to the
words of the Master: but just as the
donkeys remain pleased and happy
living in dirt, so do the manmukhs
remain happy and pleased doing
worldly things and involving them-
selves in worldly dirt.

Kabir Sahib says that God Al-
mighty has graciously given us a
very beautiful life and a beautiful
body to live in; and He has also
given us a sense of discrimination
through which we can discriminate
what is good and bad. He has giv-
en us all kinds of good foods; He
has given us the knowledge of dis-
criminating good food from bad
food: He has given us so many oth-
er things which we are enjoying in
this life; but still, what is our con-
dition? Our condition is like the
donkey. After eating all these beau-
tiful things given to us by God Al-
mighty, still we want to get in-
volved in dirty things of the world.
Even though we get so many good
things from God Almighty, after
consuming them. we try to deceive
Him and we do not appreciate the
good things which He has given us.

Guru Nanak says. “O Nanak.
those who are proud of themselves
without having any good qualities.
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they are the real donkeys.”

Further Guru Nanak says, “No
matter how much sandalwood paste
you apply to the body of a donkey,
still he always loves dirt; in the
same way, no matter how many
good words the Masters make the
manmukhs hear, still they always
love worldly pleasures.”

The manmukh doesn’t listen to
the instructions of the Master; it is
as though he has become deaf. In
the same way he doesn’t look at
the Master or enjoy His darshan.
He always looks for something else.
He does not like to come to Sat-
sang himself, but he comes because
he sees other people coming and
because he sees that their lives be-
came better. So in order to make
his life better, because of greed, he
sometimes comes to the Satsang but
he does not appreciate the Master
nor listen to His instructions.

Guru Nanak says that those who
come to the Satsang because they
see other people coming can nei-
ther appreciate it nor take knowl-
edge from it.

Silk cloth becomes clean af-
ter each wash and is pre-
cious.

It can be colored in many dif-
ferent hues, and each col-
or sets fast in a beautiful
way.

When bought and worn by
rich people, the silk adds
to their beauty.
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This beautiful and glorifying
silk is used for weddings
and other decoration.

The black blanket neither be-
comes clean nor can it be
colored even after wash-
ing.

He who craves for worldly
material even after going
in the Company of the
Master and listening to
His Words, is the one who
loves deceitfulness. He is
like a ruined house.

Bhai Sahib gives a very good ex-
ample to explain to us. He says that
a cloth of silk is very beautiful, is
very dear, is very clear, and you
can dye it in any color you want; 1t
is considered to be rich peoples’
fabric and often it is used in places
of worship. People wear it to meet
other people. The person who wears
this fabric of silk looks good, gets
appreciated, and the silk which he
or she is wearing is also appreci-
ated; often it has been seen that silk
not only brings glory to its own self
but also to the person wearing it.
On the other hand, he is talking
about black coarse cloths or blan-
kets: no matter how much you wash
them, they will never become white.
Here the clean, clear silk fabric
means the Gurumukh and the black,
coarse blanket means the manmukh.
He says that the Gurumukhs, be-
cause they are themselves clean,
make other people who come in
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returning from an afternoon darshan session,
Village 16 PS, Rajasthan, India

their company clean also, and they
dye them in the same color in which
they are dyed. They themselves get
appreciated and thosc who come in
their company get appreciated. but
the manmukhs’ hcarts arc as black
as the black coarse blanket and they
remain black. Kabir Sahib says,
“The manmukh’s within is like a
black, coarse blankct. No matter
how many times you wash it, it will
remain black.”

Worldly pcople, even if they
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come to the Masters, are still n-
clined toward indulgence and
worldly pleasures; even though they
do not get anything from indulging
in worldly pleasures. It is as if a
cow goes on wandering here and
therce and looking for food in a de-
serted house: she does not get any
food to eat. In the same way, no
matter how much you indulge in
worldly pleasures, you will not get
anything from it.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj says,
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“Just to get pleasure for one mo-
ment, a person suffers for millions
of days.”

Saints and Mahatmas do not crit-
icize any woman; they do not criti-
cize any man. Yesterday I said that
in the eyes of the Master everyone
is alike; and 1 have also said that
God Almighty is the only male and
we are all his females.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj said
that those who go on indulging in
lust with each other every day do
not get any satisfaction from it.
They become like a hollow tree
which seems as if it is alive and
standing; but still it has become so
hollow from within that it falls all
of a sudden.

There are only two things which
you get from indulging too much.
One is greed; you are greedy to get
satisfaction from it, but when your
greed is not met and you do not get
satisfaction, then you get pain.

A plant shows others that it
is the tallest by growing
very high in the field.

1t spreads, and being the tall-
est, it attracts the atten-
tion of others.

But when the crop is harvest-
ed the farmer takes the
sesame and leaves that tall
stalk behind.

When sugar cane is harvest-
ed the farmer leaves the
Sfruitless reed in the field.

Even after going in the Com-
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pany of the Master and lis-
tening to His Words, if the
one who loves deceitful-
ness does bad deeds, his
birth is wasted, his face is
blackened here and here-
after, and in the Court of
the Lord of Judgment he
is handed over to the ene-
mies (for punishment).

Now Bhai Gurdas gives the exam-
ple of a sesame plant which does
not grow any sesame seeds but it
looks like the other plants. When
farmers harvest the seed they leave
that plant—they abandon it in the
field without touching it—which
does not grow any sesame, even
though it may look more beautiful
and healthy than other plants. In
the same way, among sugar cane,
there grows something which looks
like sugar cane, although it is tall-
er; but it does not have any juice in
it and it is of no use. The only qual-
ity it has is, that if you try to deal
with it, it will cut your hand: it is
very pointed and sharp, so the farm-
ers do not take it and they leave
that plant also abandoned in the
field. So here Bhai Sahib says that
the manmukhs are like those sesa-
me or sugar cane plants which do
not have any seeds or juice in it:
when they come in the Satsang, the
manmukhs become like the sugar
cane plant and show others that they
are higher than them; they pretend
to be superior to others and they
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show it to the Master also, but in
fact they do not have any humility
in them. They hurt others’ feelings
and they think that they are the best;
but they are deceiving themselves.
They deceive other people also.
What happens to such people? They
spoil this lifetime and they spoil
the life beyond this life; they are
given to the angels of death; they
do not get any appreciation here,
they are not recognized by the Mas-
ter, and after this lifetime, they are
handed over to the angels of death.

Guru Nanak said, “O Nanak,
those who are not awakened by the
Master, who awaken themselves
according to their own minds, will
be abandoned in the field like that
sesame stalk.”

Guru Nanak also says that the
simal tree grows very tall but does
not bear fruit nor give any shade.
When people come to that tree ex-
pecting to eat delicious fruit and
some shade to sit under, they are
disappointed. What is the use of
being like the simal tree?

Guru Nanak says that nobody

bows down to anybody else—
everyone bows down to his own
self—but those who bow down to
others in fact become heavier.

Master Sawan Singh Ji used to
say that we can never deceive the
Shabd Form of the Master Who is
sitting within us. He also used to
say that whatever amount of work
we are doing for the Master, He is
paying us for that; and that the Mas-
ter Who is sitting within us and
Who knows about our every single
thought and our every single act and
our every past lifetime. how can
we even try to deceive Him? Of
course sometimes. in order to keep
our honor, He may give us praise
and honor us in front of others: but
He knows everything which is with-
in us, He knows the reality, and
there is no way we can deceive
Him. Whatever the Inner Form of
the Master sees, the outer form of
the Master is aware of that: and
whatever the outer form of the Mas-
ter knows about us. the Inner Form
is aware of that.

as follows:

Previous talks in this series were printed in Sant Bani Magazine

1. The Churning of the Ocean, April / May 2002, pp. 30-42.
2. The Receiving of Grace, June 2002, pp. 3-12.

3. Flowing into the Ganges, September 2002, pp. 3-12.

4. In the Fire of the Mind, June 2003, pp. 3-11.
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Further Experiences in the Army:
Baba Bishan Das Makes
the Foundation of my Life

excerpts from talks by

Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

The English Magician and the
Power of Constant Repetition

Our colonel was very interested in
the various yoga practices and in
Spirituality. At that time, in India,
many sadhus would dig a hole in
the ground, they would sit in it, and
then they would have the people
cover it up while they were still in
it. They would remain in the ground
for a certain amount of time, such
as one week or one month. At the
end of that time the people would
open up that underground area and
that sadhu would come out alive.
Because our colonel was very in-
terested in such things, once a west-
erner came to our regiment and he
showed us this. He dug out a ditch
in the ground and after that he ce-
mented it, he sat in it and then had
it covered up. After one week it
was uncovered and he came out
alive. However he told us that he
was not doing that for the sake of
meeting God, it was only to earn
his livelihood.

On another occasion a retired
British army major came and he
was a type of magician. Before
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coming to our group he had per-
formed many shows in front of oth-
er troops. People were very im-
pressed, and they said he could
even put life into a dead bird. When
he came he said, “Okay, I will show
you a very great thing.” He held a
bird in his hand and invited some-
one to come and cut off its head,
and someone did that. People saw
blood dropping down on the earth
and that the bird was dead. After
some time, the major just joined
the two different parts of the body
of the bird and he made that bird
fly. Everyone was very impressed.
Then he said, “Okay, bring some
sawdust and [ will turn that into
sugar. | will make tea with that sug-
ar in it and give it to you.” There
were many high officers there who
wanted to see this trick also. Some
sawdust was brought, he turned that
into sugar, tea was made and the
officers were given that tea to drink.
When they took the first sip, he
asked them, “Is it sweet?” They re-
plied, “Yes, it’s like regular tea.”
But then, when they took a second
sip, they found that there was no
sugar there — it was all sawdust!
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He showed many tricks, and af-
terwards he showed us a flute; he
said, “I do all these things only be-
cause of my flute. All my power is
in this flute.” He wanted to play
that flute, but at that time I also
had some concentration of mind,
and I had this habit of just harass-
ing such people, so when he start-
ed playing his flute, I used my con-
centration and he was not able to.
He was very surprised, because no-
body up until then had done that.
No matter how he tried, he was not
able to play the flute, and he was
not able to do the rest of his show
either. So he was worried and he
said to my commander, “There is
somebody in your troop who has
some power and he has stopped my
flute. I request of him, I beg of him,
to please release his power so that
I can do my work.” So that was
released.

Then he said, “You should not
understand that this is real magic.
You should not think that I could
really put life into a dead body. If
could, the people from England
would never have allowed me to
come here. The Queen or King
would have kept me in his or her
service, because nobody wants to
die. I do this only to impress peo-
ple and I can do it only because [
have concentration of mind. Be-
cause my mind is concentrated, I
can make you people’s minds be-
lieve in me, and [ can impress you.”
He meant to say that whatever he
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was doing was only because of con-
centration of mind.

[ had concentration because I
was also doing meditation at that
time. Of course, I did not have the
charged words, but still I was do-
ing repetition and I was doing it
constantly. That is why I had con-
centration of mind. People have no
idea of the value and the power
which Simran or repetition has. If
we are strong in doing our Simran,
and if we gain the concentration of
mind, just by doing it, we can have
many powers. Regarding Simran.
Baba Bishan Das used to say. "By
doing Simran we can get many
powers — we can read the hearts
of people.” He also used to per-
form many miracles like this, and
he was able to do it only because
of Simran. Many supernatural pow-
ers come within us, and i1f the
one who has perfected his Simran
wants, he can stop a moving train.
If he puts his attention toward the
moving train, just in a moment the
train will get stuck there and 1t can-
not move an inch. One can do many
surprising things if one starts con-
centrating his mind.

When one does Simran and has
control over the mind and its many
forces, one will realize its value and
will not give the Simran up, but
will always want to do it.

When I was doing the Simran
of “Hey Ram, Hey Gobind” I had
many supernatural powers and I
would show miracles to people. At
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that time I even got the power of
flying. Many people were praising
me, saying, “This sadhu is very
good, he knows everything.” But
still T was afraid in my within that
[ was not doing well. At that time
Baba Bishan Das warned me, and
gave me the example of a turtle.
When that animal sees a man, he
withdraws within himself, so in the
same way the Sadhus have to be-
ware of this. Swami Ji Maharaj
said, “If the Master is showering
some grace on you then don’t
tell the world, don’t show the
world.” The Masters always instruct
their disciples not to misuse the
supernatural powers, because that
is misusing the meditation. Instead
one should always preserve the
meditation.

The Stolen Guns

Once in the army there was a theft
and many guns were stolen. They
said it was because of the careless-
ness of the guards, and the com-
mander was very upset. They did
not know who had stolen them, so
they were going to punish many
people, including many innocent
people, because they did not know
how to find out the truth of who
had really stolen the guns. In the
army they often used to call me
“Bhai Ji” or “Gyani Ji” and they
knew | was a very sincere, truth-
speaking person. They respected me
a lot. So our commander told ev-
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eryone 1n our group in the army,
“Come and touch the body of this
man, ‘Gyani Ji’” — and say that
they were sincere and didn’t know
anything about that theft. Out of
fifteen hundred people, there were
only four people involved in that
theft. Only they were not able to
touch my body and truthfully say
that they did not know anything
about it. I did not tell them that I
was pure, and I did not threaten
them or do anything. It was only
because of my purity that they could
not dare to touch me and lie. The
others who were sincere had no
problem — they came and touched
me and said, “I don’t know any-
thing about it.” But when the real
thieves came near me they started
trembling.

When you are living a pure life,
when you are pure within, your pu-
rity is such a great thing that it will
be spread everywhere and even the
bad people will not dare to come in
front of you and lie. Do you think
that when you live a pure life, your
friends and neighbors will not be
aware of it? They will definitely be
aware of it, because purity spreads
like a fragrance. In the army it is a
very unusual thing for a person not
to eat meat and drink wine and I
was one of those people who did
not. People knew that I did not eat
meat and drink wine. | was very
religious-minded, would spend my
time in the religious places and
lived a pure life. Only because of
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that purity I was known everywhere
and people cven used to swear in
my name.

My Experiences Sightseeing
in Delhi

When India was going to become
independent in 1947, our battalion,
the First Patiala Battalion, was giv-
cn the honor ot going to salute the
first Prime Minister. As this func-
tion was going to happen in Delhi.
we were sent to Delhi and we were
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allowed to stay in the Red Fort (a
famous fort built by the Moghul
Emperors) for two months. One day
our commandcr told us that since
we had been there for such a long
time, we should go out into Delhi
and scec all the good things over
there, the things worth sight-sce-
ing: we should go out and sec those
things.

First a guide took us around and
showed us all the different things
and different places in the Red Fort,
where we were staying, He took us
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to the place where the king used to
hold his court for the public and
also the place where he would meet
his very personal courtiers. He took
us to the place where the famous
Peacock Throne used to be kept,
and told us that place used to be
studded with all the precious stones
like diamonds and rubies, which
had by then all been taken by the
government. Afterwards the guide
took us to the place where the king
used to bath, where there were two
tanks, one for the hot water and
one for the cold water. He also
showed us that beautiful place
where the king used to change his
clothes and he went on telling us
things about all of these places.

After telling us all about these
places, he also told us about the
person, the emperor, Shah Jahan,
who had made that Red Fort and
what had happened to him. Even
though he lived such a luxurious
life, still towards the end of his
life he was put into prison in Agra
by his own son, Aurangzeb. There
he was not allowed to eat or drink
enough and he died in a very
painful way there in that prison.
Aurangzeb was a very strict, ortho-
dox Muslim and he was torturing
and killing the Hindus in India a
great deal.

Once Shah Jahan wrote a letter
to Aurangzeb saying, “You are kill-
ing the Hindus even though the Hin-
dus are such good people that they
even give donations in the name of
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their departed parents. And here
you are, my son, and you are not
even giving me enough water to
drink, so you should order the
person who is taking care of me
to give me enough water.” Aur-
angzeb’s reply to that letter was,
“Whenever you feel thirsty you
should suck the words which you
have written with this ink and in
that way you should satiate your-
self. You will not get any more wa-
ter to drink.”

I heard all this, about how the
king used to live such a luxurious
life in the beginning, but when the
end of his life came he had to suf-
fer all these things and die like that.
All at once, when | heard that, 1
became very sick. | became fever-
1sh, thinking what was the use of
all the luxuries in the early part of
life for that king, when he was go-
ing to suffer like that towards his
end. No matter how much happi-
ness one has, but still one day one
will have to face the unhappiness.
There were many other army men
along that tour with me and they
were all enjoying their day and were
very happy while listening to all
these things about the king. They
had their perspective and I had my
own perspective.

The next day my officer told me
kindly that 1 should not go to such
worldly places like the Red Fort. 1
should go to the holy places, like
temples. So he sent me to one of
the very good temples in Delhi. The
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first thing that | saw there was that
the pundit who was there would put
the garland around the neck of those
who would give him a rupee. To
those who would give him less than
a rupee, he would not even put a
tilak mark on their forehead and
there was no question of putting a
garland around their neck. While [
was watching, a group of foreign-
ers came there and one of the wom-
en offered a rupee to the pundit and
he put a garland around her neck.
She became very happy and she
called her husband, saying, “Come
here, he will put a garland around
your neck also.” That poor person,
he just put his neck in front of the
pundit, but he did not give him the
rupee, so the pundit did not put a
garland around his neck. Then that
woman remembered to give the
money, and finally her husband got
the garland. Seeing all this, how
the pundit was doing that just for
the sake of money, I felt very bad.

I then started to climb the stairs
to go into the temple, and at that
temple just a little bit after climb-
ing the stairs there is a picture of
Kabir Sahib. When I saw that I was
so surprised, and I felt so bad, that
I thought, “Well, what is the use of
going any further? I should return
from here.” Kabir Sahib was a fa-
mous Mahatma who struggled all
his life and suffered so many hard-
ships because he condemned the
idol worship. However what had the
people done there? They had made

18

a picture of Kabir Sahib and they
were worshipping him in the form
of an idol. So I thought what is the
use of going any further and 1 re-
turned from there.

My Strict Treatment
from Baba Bishan Das

While we were posted in Simla. one
night I felt a great longing to see
Baba Bishan Das and I started out
at midnight to see him. At that time
[ felt that I was doing the work of
bravery for Baba Bishan Das. In
the village where He lived. many
of my relatives were living also. In
order to get to His ashram. I had to
go through that village after get-
ting off the train. In the muilitary
they have orders that you have to
fix your beard and mustache very
well, using some fixer. Because |
was a military man and because |
was a Sikh gentleman, [ was well
dressed and I had fixed my beard
and mustache: 1 was looking just
like a gentleman.

When [ was going to see Baba
Bishan Das, the villagers were very
curious, because they knew how
Baba Bishan Das was going to treat
me. They started talking with each
other, saying, “Look at this man!
Now he is well-suited and well-
booted and when he goes to Baba
Bishan Das. let us see how He will
treat him.” When | went to see Him.
I bowed right down to Him. but
He pulled my beard and mustache
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down and He removed all that fix-
er. My relatives who lived right
there felt very sad and they rebuked
me. But my heart was not affected
by any public shame. I felt, “I am
lacking in karmas. My karmas are
not good and that is why this Ma-
hatma is not gracious to me.”
Baba Bishan Das was very great.
He was very loving, but He was
very strict also. Whenever 1 used
to go to Him, He would always treat
me very strictly. He never allowed
me to drink a cup of tea or to eat
food from His ashram. Many times
I would go to Baba Bishan Das with
all my income — whatever income
[ got from my property, as well as
whatever | would get as pay from
the service — as a donation. He
would take it and from that He
would allow me to have only five
rupees from all those earnings.
Even after that He would say,
“Since you are working for the
Army and you are getting a uni-
form from the army and all your
needs are taken care of by the
Army, you don’t even need these
five rupees.” Then, and this is true,
whenever 1 would take money to
Him, He would give me a beating,
He would slap me. This happened
to me many times in front of many
people. Instead of thanking me for
the donation, He would give me a
beating. Furthermore, whenever 1
would take Him more than usual
He would slap me more than usual.
It is very easy to go and offer
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money to the Master if He will just
take it and then thank you for it.
However just imagine if you give
Him the money and instead of
thanking you, if He slaps you on
the face, if He beats you — how
would you feel?

Still at that time, 1 would never
get upset at Baba Bishan Das and [
would never feel bad about this
treatment. I used to think, “There
is something lacking in me. Maybe
I have some faults in me or there is
something wrong with my karmas.
That is why the Master is not
pleased with me, that is why he is
rebuking me and scolding me.”

As | have said, 1 used to read
the banis of the Sikh Gurus, and I
used to read in the writings of
Guru Nanak, “The Master becomes
pleased with you only if you are
the most fortunate one.” So when-
ever | would get rebukes and scold-
ings from Baba Bishan Das 1 used
to think that maybe my karmas were
not good and that was why I was
not pleasing the Master and He was
rebuking me. And many times, af-
ter those occasions when He did
not treat me well, I would come
out of his room feeling sad, and 1
would see one old man sitting out-
side. That old man would sing a
shabd about the diamond hidden
within each one of us and he would
always tell me, “Maybe one day
He will shower grace on you.”

One day I asked Baba Bishan
Das, “Why do you beat me and not
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love me? As far as I know I don’t
come to you after committing any
sins, I just go on loving you. Why
do you beat me and not love me?”
Instead of replying to that question,
he gave me one more kick. So I
was disappointed and then I went
to Baba Amolak Das, the Master
of Baba Bishan Das, who was still
alive at that time. [ went to him
and asked him, “Baba, can you tell
me why Baba Bishan Das is always
beating me and why He doesn’t
love me? As far as I know I have
never done any bad thing for which
He might be giving me the punish-
ment and | always try to remain
free of any bad things. So why is
He giving me the beatings?”

Baba Amolak Das told me, “The
reality is that if the Saints want to
give you something, then They
will not praise you, They will
not love you outwardly, but instead
They will always go on rebuking
you and will always go on insult-
ing you in front of all the people.
This is because They know about
everyone's inner desire; They know
what is the desire of the person in
front of them. Those who are de-
sirous of the name and fame, the
praise of this world, who are desir-
ous of the outer things, They praise
them in front of all the people.
Those who have the desire for Spir-
ituality, who are fond of Spirituali-
ty and the inner things, They al-
ways insult those dear ones so that
their vessel may get ready. The
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Master does that so that they may
get the strength of enduring and
bearing the criticisms and insults
of all the people. He does that so
that the disciple may get ready for
the inner things that He is going to
give. Master Saints always come
to give in this world. Whatever feel-
ing one has or whatever desire one
has, he gets from the Master ac-
cording to his desire. If the person
is desirous of name and fame, the
Saint gives the name and fame.
However those who want the Spiri-
tual things, the inner things. they
never get any praise from the Mas-
ter, but they always get kicked.
They always get rebukes and in-
sults from the Master.”

Baba Bishan Das was doing all
this because he wanted to make my
life. He made me go through so
many things only because he want-
ed to make me the strong one. Just
like when you cut the soap. you
make the soap go through a very
sharp wire, In the same way it was
as if he made me go through that
sharp wire. It was very torturous
and it was very difficult. but he was
the one who made my life.

It is very difficult to reduce the
amount of food that you eat. Those
who have done that know how dif-
ficult it is. Sufi Saint Farid Sahib
has written, “O Farid. hunger is
worse than death. One eats at night.
but the next morning once again he
feels hungry and he feels like cat-
ing.”
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So Baba Bishan Das first made
me reduce my intake of food. After
that he made me eat only vegeta-
bles and then he kept me on vege-
table broth. When hunger started
bothering me, many times I would
cry out, and I would become very
perturbed. 1 would say, “Baba Ji, I
feel like I am going to die.” He
would say, “No, you are not going
to lose anything, you are not going
to die. In fact, now you are going
to live.” Then He made me give up
the vegetables and He kept me only
on milk, and He did not do this just
for months, He made me do this
for years. Then He made me give
up the milk, and He would give me
only a bit of clarified butter, a little
bit of ghee, and He kept me on that
for a long time. Afterwards He
made me drink warm water with
some salt in it.

In the beginning, the practices
of Sant Mat are very difficult to
do. It is very difficult to reach and
go through the earlier planes, but
afterwards it becomes very easy.
One gets confidence and then it be-
comes very easy to go in the high-
er planes.

Even now | am very grateful to
Baba Bishan Das for all that He
did for me. In fact, He made my
life by doing all the things He did.
If He had not been so strict with
me, | would not have maintained
the discipline and I would not have
improved my life. I stepped into
the path of Spirituality in my youth,
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and it is possible that if He had not
been strict with me, if He had not
rebuked me as He did, I would have
taken my thoughts to some other
place. If He had not showered grace
on me, it 1s possible that this poor
soul might have developed many
faults in him, because you know 1t
is very difficult to live your life,
especially when you are not mar-
ried. He prepared me and He taught
me a lot. It is only because He made
me do the sacrifice, the hard medi-
tation, that later when I met my
Master [ was able to do what He
asked me to do. Baba Bishan Das
made my foundation strong, only
because of that, later, when [ met
my Master, [ was able to under-
stand and appreciate His love.
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Love & Intoxication
Sant Kirpal Singh Ji

EDITOR’S NOTE: This tape began
while the talk is in progress. Mas-
ter is telling a story about Guru
Nanak, the first Guru of the Sikhs,
who was hired to sell grain in a
shop. As he was weighing out
grain for customers one day, he fell
into a state of intoxication when
he reached the number “thirteen”
— tera — which, in Punjabi, also
means “thine.”

hen he lost himself, repeat-

ing, I am thine, O Lord,” he
began to weigh out grain without
stopping. The shop people were
afraid he would give everything
away and they went and reported it
to their head: “What is happening
to your store? Go and see! He is in
intoxication. weighing out every-
thing and repeating the words, ‘fera,
tera’ — 1 am thine, I am thine, |
am thine.”

But when the account was tak-
en, it was found that about 300 dol-
lars or so were not due from Guru
Nanak but due to him. It sometimes

A talk given by Master Kirpal Singh
on January 26, 1964, in Washing-
ton, D.C.
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happens that when you are lost in
Him, the God Power helps in a very
mysterious way.

But how many are there who are
really His? Can we say, I am thine.
O Lord., mind, heart and soul?”
Physically and financially, a few
like that might turn up. But how
many are there who. heart and soul.
are His? Very few.

A real devotee of God is one
who surrenders everything to Him:
body, mind and soul. In that intox-
ication, Guru Nanak had gone on.
weighing out, weighing out. If you
become His, then. He is thine —
yours.

Kabir said that all the world is
gambling in worldly ways: some
lose, some gain; and that goes on
again and again all through life. He
said, “Oh dear friends, who are
gambling in the world. I would like
to show you by my example that
[ am also gambling.” And how?
Gambling goes on between two
men, is it not so? If you lose. you
have to give away everything: if
you gain, you have to take every-
thing away from the other one. He
said, “Look here. I am also playing
at gambling — not with the world.
but with God.” And what will hap-
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pen? He said, “If I lose, I will be-
come His; and if I gain, He will
become mine.” Do you see? Both
ways, he is the gainer.

So we play with the world. Why
not play with God? It is great com-
mon sense: if you lose, you will
become His, is it not so? And if
you gain, then He will become
yours: either way, you are one with
Him. One who comes to that real-
ization and is lost in the very utter-
ance of the words, “O my Lord, I
am thine,” forgets everything — his
mind, body, everything. It is true
devotion, true love. And love al-
ways gives — knows giving, not
taking.

Once it happened in the time of
the tenth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru
Gobind Singh (these are God-intox-
icated people, mind that), that he
sat down and was praying to God:
“O Lord, all of this, everything is
Your emanation; it is Yours: You
are immanent in every form; ev-
erything is Thine; You are all this
that we see; it is all Thine; whether
it is the earth or the sky or the stars
or the rivers or the mountains, it is
all Thou, Yourself, Thou, Thyself.”
Then, in that intoxication, he said,
“It i1s You, it is You, everything is
You personified” Then he began
repeating: “It is all You, it is all
You, it is all You,” and in that in-
toxication he sat for three days —
lost.

This becomes the fate — how
very rare! — of those who devote
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everything to Him. Maha Chaitan-
ya Prabhu* was a Saint in Bengal,
in India. Every Saint has his own
saying that reminds him of God.
Everywhere he went, he said,
“Speak of God! Glorify God! Glo-
rify God!” Once it happened that
he went to a place where washer-
men were washing clothes. (Today
there are machines for washing
clothes. In the olden days in India,
a regular place was set aside for
groups of washermen who used to
wash clothes.) He went there and
stood beside one man who was
washing clothes and said, “Glorify
God! Say ‘God!”” — in his own
language, of course: Hari bole.
(Hari bole means “glorify God,
think of God, glorify God.”) He said
it once, twice, thrice. The washer-
man thought perhaps some beggar
had come and wanted money, so
he kept quiet. Again, when Chai-
tanya insisted, “Say ‘Glorify God!”
Why don’t you glorify God?” the
washerman thought, “He will not
let me go. I will repeat what He
says so that he will leave me alone.”
No sooner had he repeated the very
words, when he became intoxicat-
ed. The charging was there. He also
began saying, “Glorify God!” The
result was that all the washermen
working there began to glorify God.
Do you see?

This is the intoxication for which

* A well-known sage poet of Bengal
who lived from 1485-1533.
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we go to God-intoxicated people.
It cannot be had by reading scrip-
tures. Prayers and rites and rituals
are meant to lead us to that state.
Shamas Tabrez* tells us, “If you
glorify God in that way and become
intoxicated; everything will become
intoxication. Whoever you see will
become intoxicated. He is in every
form; He is immanent in every
form.” Then he said, “Dear friend,
I have so much intoxication within
myself, within my soul, that if I
leave the body and my body is cut
into pieces and put into a field as
manure, the man who bakes the
bread with the corn growing out of
that land and the man who serves it
(he did not even speak of the man
who eats the bread made from that
corn), will become intoxicated.”
After all, there is something
which we do not know about so
far. If we have a little drop of that
intoxication, we will forget the
world. For that purpose — for radi-
ation — we go to the Masters. For
those who are receptive, it works
wonders. Just seeing such persons
makes them intoxicated like, Mau-
lana Rumi** said, ““a drunkard, who
only by seeing wine sparkling in a
glass, begins to dance up and
down.” Similarly, when those who

* A great Saint of Tabrez, Persia. He
was the Master of the celebrated Mau-
lana Rumi.

** A great Persian Saint (1207-1273),
mystic poet, and author of the famous
Masnavi.
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are intoxicated with the love of God
look into the Master, they see that
God scintillating within him. They
become intoxicated: they look into
his eyes, they see Him. and they
dance up and down.

So these are the things which
are the gifts you can get from a
God-intoxicated man. It cannot be
had by reading scriptures or per-
forming outer rituals: those are
steps to it, of course. Say prayers
— be lost. When Ramakrishna
Paramahansa* said prayers. he was
like that — gone. This is what 1s
called the love of God.

So that is why it is said. "Love
knows no law.” This is a gift: it
cannot be had by books or by scrip-
tures. Naturally, when you come
across such an environment. you
will feel radiation. The more recep-
tive you are, the more you will be-
come prolific.

We used to have incidents like
these in the time of our Master
[Baba Sawan Singh Ji]. Sometimes
a person came up and stood by him
and forgot everything. He stood
with his eyes open and didn’t know
where he was. That was intoxi-
cation.

So that is why it 1s said. “Spiri-
tuality cannot be taught but
caught!” — by radiation. General-

* Modern saint of Bengal (1836-1886)
who experienced God in ecstasy. and.
by practicing the various religions. saw
their oneness. His most famous disciple
was Swami Vivekananda.
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ly, what we call love is truly no
love. It is misfit love, misdirected
love. That love that starts with the
body and ends in the body is no
love; that is lust. If it starts in the
body and dissolves in the soul, that
is love. There is a very great dif-
ference between the two: the first
blinds your vision; the second love
opens your eyes — you are in a
transport.

If we just once have a little ex-
perience of that, then the world
is nothing. When you fly in a plane
30,000-40,000 feet high, everything
on the ground below appears to
be very insignificant. Even the
very mountains appear to be little
mounds. Now, all the worldly
things and possessions appear to us
to be very important, very great;
we have ambitions to have them.
But as you rise above, they lose all
their attraction. These are the wings
of love on which one can fly to
heaven. All performances of outer
prayers, rites, rituals are elementa-
ry steps meant for that. So, “As you
think, so you become.”

In the Mahabharata epic in the
Hindu scriptures, there is a story
about Dronacharya.* He was a very
good archer, and he used to teach
others archery. One day, a man of
very low caste — a Bhil, someone
considered to be of a lower order
— came to him. (Although no one

* The guru of the five Pandava princes
of the Mahabharata epic.
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is of a lower order in the eyes of
God. So Christ asked for water from
a Samaritan lady, who said, “Why
do you ask for it from us?” on ac-
count of having an inferiority com-
plex.) The man went to Drona-
charya and asked him, “Will you
teach me archery?”

Dronacharya asked him, “Who
are you?” and when the man said
he was a Bhil, he said, “No, no, |
cannot teach you that.”

The man went away. But he had
had a look at him, and he made an
idol — a model — of Dronacharya
at home and began to meditate on
him, because he had seen him. That
form manifested, and from that
manifested form he learned archery.
He performed a special feat in
which he would shoot an arrow and
seal the mouth of a deer with it. He
had learned it by practice.

One day Dronacharya was pass-
ing by and saw an antelope or deer
whose mouth was sealed with an
arrow. He asked. “Who did 1t?” —
because no one clse besides him-
self knew that art. He came up to
the man and asked. “Who is your
teacher — your Guru?”

“Dronacharya.™

“I never adopted you as my stu-
dent. How did you learn it?”

Then the man explained, “I just
dwelt on you and made you mani-
fest. I learned it from you.”

So much force love has! Against
the will of Dronacharya he had
learned that very art. “*As you think,
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so you become.” And what did he
do then? I think that was not very
good. He said, “All right, cut off
your thumb and give it to me as an
offering,” so that he might not be
able to aim that arrow.

So, you see, love means every-
thing. Hafiz* said, “If the learned
people were to have a little drop of
this intoxication, they would dance
like anything, even more than we.”
In due course it comes up: we must
be regular, that’s all. When you be-
come devoted, you will have all
these things by receptivity. When
Masters have to wind up your whole
give and take of the reactions of
the past, they don’t leave you only
with that; they want you to have
this intoxication: “All right, go on
with it; you’ll have it.”

When there is love, then can
there be anyone except the one
whom you love? Yet there, also,
there 1s duality; and love knows
oneness. The two become one in
soul. You forget everything outside.
The story of Guru Nanak I was just
explaining is an example of this.
There were instances like this in
the lives of most of the saints.

COMMENT: We would like to
show a little movie that Bibi Hard-
evi [Taiji] wanted to see.

THE MASTER: Yes, yes, you

* Hafiz Shirazi. Persian mystic (c. 1300-
1388).
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are most welcome.

[While preparations are being
made to show the movie, Master
continues talking.|

When one meets a true Master.
there is nothing to fear. But he
should be devoted. Listen to the tav-
ern owner. Pray to him., “Give us
some drops of that wine. by drink-
ing which, we forget everything.
And to that, add even more: the
intoxication of those who. in their
God-intoxication, have forgotten
themselves.”

[Taiji sings a praver in Hindi.
after every few lines, Master trans-
lates in paraphrase what has been
sung.]

“O Master, give me a drink. by
drinking which I lose all outward
consciousness. Either 1 remain or
you remain; we have become one.”
[He indicates to Taiji to continue.]
Yes.

[Taiji sings.]

One Saint was ordered to be
stripped of all his skin, and while
he was in that intoxication. they
stripped off his skin. He did not
care at all about what was being
done to him or what was happening.
They pray, “Give us a little of that
intoxication — one peg of the wine
of that intoxication.”

[Taiji sings.]

All the world over, everyone
hates the thought of separation: "It
is mine, it is thine. Why must we
divide this and that thing?” They
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pray, “O God, give us that intoxi-
cation in which both thine and mine
fade away. The very idea of mine
and thine should fade away.”

[Taiji sings.]

This is the feat of love: you want
to be near him, to sit by him. Even
then, there is duality; they want to
be one. [He indicates to Taiji to go
on.] Yes.

[Taiji sings. |

Now, what is the way? How can
we drink that wine, that intoxica-
tion? He says, “O Master, it is
through your eyes — you give a
draught of it.” The eyes are the win-
dows of the soul. The radiation
comes through in whatever color
that soul is dyed. Intoxicated!
“Master, it is through your eyes that
you give pegs of wine like that.” It
1s not a matter of reading and writ-
ing — it is a prayer of the soul
through the eyes. In whatever color
you are dyed that is the very color
of the radiation. How do people be-
come lusty? Through the eyes. How
do you feel that others are angry?
Through the eyes. When you are
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attached, your eyes have a strange
coloring. So the eyes are the win-
dows of the soul. “O Master, give
me that wine; but that will come
through your eyes.” And when Mas-
ters transfer their Mastership, they
give it through the eyes and not by
document.

[Taiji sings.]

That is why I say, God is love.
People ask, “How much time should
we give for meditation?” Now tell
me. When | came to my Master, |
asked him how much time I should
give. | was a family man; I had to
attend to my job. He said, “Five,
six hours, minimum; the most you
can.” [chuckles] That 1s His gift. It
is had by radiation through the eyes.
He is a very highly charged body.
That charging gives a lift to every-
one, and he sees light. What is it?
A little charging, a little help.
That’s all.

All right, go on with your show
now.

— reprinted from Sat Sandesh
September 1976
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The Chyristmas Message of 1053
Sant Kivpal Singh Ji
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Dear Ones,

I convey to you my sincere and éeart—fe[t love on this
day and wish you speedy Progress on Youv way back to
your Eternal and Blissful Home,

We bave passeb ere now So many vaistmas eves. T(yeve
is need to take stock today where we stand, how far we
bave travelled. Let us do so ca[m[y but serious[y. Tbe
Journey may be long but has to be completed. Life is run-
ning out, let not vain puvsuits deflect us from our Noble
Patb. The grace of the Master is ovevwbe[mmg ano 18
extending far and wide. Through His grace the long and
tedious journey back to our EBternal Home is cut short and
vendered full of welodious charm. His Gracious Love is
overflowing, and He is waiting for you at the door back of
Your eyes to receive you. Ours is to invert and sit at the
door. Let onv steadfast devotion and wholehearted faith in
Him stand in our good stead.

My best wishes ave always hovering avound you, to
quicken you on your way back to God.

KIRPAL SINGH December 14, 1953
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The Christmas and

New Year’s Message
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

Dear Ones,

May all of Master's love and grace be on you at this
time of Christmas and the New Year, and always. God is
such a merciful one that He sends Himself in the form of
man to rescue the poor suffering souls from this world.
He came as Christ — Whose birthday we now remember
— and He guided the people of that time to the True Path
of Love. He decreed, as all Masters have, "Maintain the
Love for the Lord! Be humble! Share with others! Turn-
ing your back on lust, anger, and greed, keep kindness,
truth and contentment.” And His disciples who kept His
Words were the happy ones.

When Jesus left this world Christ Power never died
but continued to come again and again. What can be said
about the Glory of such a one? Beloved Emperor Kirpal
came and showered His Grace on us, and still He is
doing that. In this new year we must develop real humil-
ity, true respect and love for the Master, and faith in the
Master. These are the important elements for our journey
in Sant Mat. If we have all these with us, no one can stop
our progress on this Path. That is why I pray:
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O my mind, look at the Beloved Kirpal!

He who had the darshan of the Master drank the cup of
Amrit Naam.
O mind, become determined to have the support of Kirpal.

Whoever made his Master sit in his heart finished the cycle
of eighty-four.
O my mind, keep the love for the glimpses of the Master.

Within whose heart the Love of the Master will come,
for him the door of Sach Khand will be opened.
O mind, memorize the hints of the True Master.

In a moment He removes the pains of the suffering ones.
The Ocean of Love cannot be stopped.
When He showers Grace the Lord liberates in a moment.

The story of the Love of the Master cannot be told.
What praise can I sing of the True Beloved?
Tell them, O Ajaib, of the glimpses of Kirpal!

With all His Love,

Yours affectionately,
AJAIB SINGH

December 2, 1983
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Humility Comes only by Meditation
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

The beggar does not mind
no matter what one says
to him.

What fruit have you earned
(learned) from doing the
Satsang? You didn’t even
make your mind like the
beggar.

This is the continuation of the hymn
which we commented on two days
ago in the Satsang (November 30).

Swami Ji Maharaj explains to us
how to become successful in the
Path of the Masters, giving a very
beautiful example of a beggar. The
work of the beggar is to go and sit
at someone’s door, waiting for the
people to give him things; while he
i1s waiting he does not put any con-
ditions to them. He neither fights
with them nor argues with them.
He doesn’t complain if he is bitter
or if he is turned away from the
homes. His job is to just sit at the
door — at the mercy of the owners
of the house. So Swami Ji Maharaj
says here that it has been a long

This Satsang was given December 3,
1982, at Sant Bani Ashram, Village
16 PS, Rajasthan, India.
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time since you have been coming
to the Satsang, but what is your
condition? If anyone says some
harsh words to you, you at once
get upset at them. If you are re-
buked, you at once start fighting.
What have you gained after attend-
ing the Satsangs for so much time?
You didn't even make your mind
like the mind of the beggar.

Swami Ji Maharaj says that our
condition is like a stone which is
left in the water. but it does not
absorb any water. No matter that
we go to the Satsang regularly. we
have a little bit of faith in the Mas-
ter, but after the Satsang is over.
we come back empty-handed be-
cause we don't do what we are told
to do in the Satsang. That is why
we are like the stone which is kept
in the water for a long time but it
does not absorb any water.

Now you should do like this:
have humility in your mind.

Apologize with humilitv, wash
the feet (of the one whom
vou have offended),* get
along with all (the sat-
sangis).

* one way of seeking forgiveness
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Now Swami Ji Maharaj says forget
about whatever has happened in the
past. Feel sorry for all the mistakes
you have done in the past, and now
develop humility and respect for
others in your mind. All the dear
ones are brothers and sisters, and
that is why [we should] have love
and respect for everyone. God is
Love and all the satsangis are con-
nected with that Love. Satsangis are
taught to love others, a lot of em-
phasis is laid on loving each other,
and the satsangis are given the mes-
sage of love.

Kabir Sahib says that all the Ve-
das bear witness that God does not
like the people who have egoism.
That is why [you should] develop
humility within you. Master Kirpal
used to say that if you want to meet
God, you should have humility in
your within, because God has ev-
erything but humility. He wants the
humility because He is All-in-All.
That is why those who go to Him
with humility are accepted by Him.
Kabir Sahib says that the path
which goes to God is very thin. It
is one-tenth of the size of a hair,
but the mind has become as big as
an elephant. How can an elephant
walk on that small path? How can
one progress on that path and go to
the Real Home?

One has to come to Sant Mat
and to the Satsang to understand
one’s own self, to develop humili-
ty and to do the devotion of the
Lord. Only in the Satsang can we
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develop humility, and only in the
Satsang can we understand our self
as a humble and poor one. What
are we proud of? Are we proud of
our youth? Have we not seen old
people suffering in their old age?
Are we proud of our wealth and
property? Have we not seen the rich
people who become poor? Have we
not seen the kings who lose their
kingdom and live like the paupers?
When kingdoms are overthrown,
the same king who was respected a
day before is treated even worse
than the common people by the op-
posing party. Are we proud of our
good health? Have we not seen the
suffering of people in the hospitals?
Go to the hospitals and see how
people are suffering from injuries
and diseases. Go to the prisons and
see how people are suffering there.
So what are the things which we
are proud of? All these things are
transitory and we may lose them
one day. So why should we be
proud of them?

We cannot understand Sant Mat
Jjust by reading about it. Reading is
only for getting information. We
cannot understand Sant Mat with
our mind and intellect, because the
ABC of Sant Mat starts where our
mind and intellect is finished.

Once a learned scholar, a highly
educated pundit, came to Kabir to
debate with Him. He was carrying
all the books which he had read on
a bullock cart. When he came to
Kabir Sahib’s home, Kabir Sahib
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was not there. So the pundit asked
some sevadars who were there if
Kabir was at home. He said, “Well,
is this the home of Kabir?” The
sevadars said, “Well pundit, do you
think that Kabir is a man?” They
said that because they knew that
Kabir was Almighty. So then they
said, “Pundit, the home of Kabir
is in the sky, and the Path which
goes there is very slippery. Not
even an ant can go there. How do
you expect to go there with all these
books?” When the pundit heard
that, he did not have any answer
and he left.

Sant Mat demands hard work
and effort. It emphasizes working
very hard and doing things. Sant
Mat does not teach us to become
lazy or idle. Sant Mat inspires us
to go within and see the Truth with
our own eyes, so that when we see
the Truth with our own eyes then
we can understand what respect our
Master has in the inner planes and
what His status is in the eyes of
Almighty God. That is why Mas-
ters always emphasize to go within
and see the Truth with our own
eyes. When we go within, only then
our faith is developed and only then
can we know about our Master.

Suppose there is a doctor who
has been very competent in treat-
ing people and he has written a
book about how to cure some dis-
eases. When we become sick, if we
read that book and if we go on say-
ing that the doctor is very good:
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“He has written very good things
about this disease,” etc.. it will not
do any good for us. We won't have
real faith in that doctor, nor will he
be able to remove our sickness. Un-
less we make medicine according
to the information written in his
book and take that medicine. we
cannot become free from our sick-
ness. Further, we will only have real
faith in that doctor when we act on
the things written in his book that
will remove our sickness.

In the same way, the Saints and
Mahatmas worked very hard. They
united Themselves with God Al-
mighty; They left Their physical
bodies and went to Brahmand.
Whatever obstacles came or what-
ever things They saw during Their
journey to the Almighty Lord. They
have recorded all Their experiences
in the holy books, in the Vedas and
Shastras. When we read those holy
scriptures, they tell about the ob-
stacles which come in the way of
the seekers, and they tell about the
grace of the Masters with Whom
those Great Souls were able to
reach Their goal. But when we read
those books, we are [only] reading
Their experiences. but we do not
make Their experiences our expe-
rience, we do not do what They
have done. We are just involved in
reading the experiences of the past
Masters.

When Saints and Mahatmas
went to Sach Khand., They de-
scribed the beauty and glory of Sach

SANT BANI



Khand, and in Their writings They
tell us about the difference of the
Negative and the Positive Powers.
They tcll us about Their Home
where there is no birth and death,
where there i1s no pain; it is all
peace and happiness. If we do not
do what They have done, just by
recading about that, we cannot reach
the Real Home. Our condition is
like this: we talk about other peo-
ple’s marriages, but we ourselves
do not get married. What good is
that going to do for us?

We pcople talk about other peo-
ple’s meditations, but we ourselves
do not do it. Many times | have
said, O man, you have rcad the
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outer Shastras many times. At least
now, for once, rcad this inner Shas-
{ra. You have gone to many tem-
ples outside. At least for once en-
ter this temple of six feet.” Guru
Nanak Sahib said, “The more you
read, the morc you are confused.”
After reading too much, we criti-
cize each other, we argue with each
other.

Once two pundits who had been

to Kashi — in the ancient times,
Kashi was a very popular universi-
ty of India — after finishing their

studies at Kashi, they werc going
back to their homes. On thcir way
they stopped at a farmer’s home to
spend the night. That farmer was
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very happy to welcome them and
he made many delicious foods to
serve them for dinner. While the
food was being prepared, one pun-
dit had to go out of the house to
answer the call of nature, so the
farmer asked the other pundit how
much the one who had gone out
had learned. The first pundit said,
“Well, what learned? He has not
learned anything. He is like a bul-
lock. I am the most learned one.”
When the second pundit came back,
the first one had to go out. So the
farmer said to the second pundit,
“Pundit Ji, you look like a very
learned man. Tell me something
about the studies in Kashi. Tell me
how much the other pundit has
learned.” The second one replied,
“Well, he is a fool, he is nonsense.
He did not learn anything. He is as
dumb as a donkey.”

Now that farmer was surprised
to hear one pundit calling the other
a donkey and one was calling the
other a bullock. Even though he had
made many good foods for them,
he thought, “Because they are a bul-
lock and donkey, I should give them
their [usual] food.” So when the
food was going to be served, he
brought some green leaves and
grass and some cattle food for them.
Seeing that. both the pundits were
surprised and asked the farmer what
was happening. The farmer said,
“Pundit Ji, I have brought your
food, because this pundit was say-
ing that you are donkey. so 1 have
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brought some grass for you. and
you said that he was a bullock, so I
have brought some cattle food for
him.” Hearing that, both of them
became very embarrassed and left
without eating. So the meaning of
saying this is that the more we read.
the more we get the habit of criti-
cizing others. We always say that
the other person is not learned and
we are the only person who is
learned. This is because we don’t
have humility. Master Kirpal Singh
Ji used to say that if they have hu-
mility, one hundred sadhus can live
in a very small room; whereas.
without humility two learned peo-
ple cannot even stay in a very big
house.

But what is our condition? Be-
cause Satguru wants to give us
some of His grace. that is why He
allows us to read the books in the
Satsang — so that we may under-
stand the Path very well. But what
happens when one group leader is
doing some reading in the Satsang?
The other person gets upset. and in
his mind he always goes on think-
ing that he can do much better than
him. Instead of understanding what
is being read, he gets filled up with
anger and egoism. Master Kirpal
Singh Ji used to say that if you are
sitting by the fire. the air which
will come through the fire will bring
warmth. If the fires of anger. ego-
ism, lust and all these things are
going on within us, our words will
carry the effect of those things: we
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ourselves will remain dry for all of
our lives, and those few people who
come to us in the Satsang, we will
also keep them dry. Because when
we have all these fires burning with-
1n us, we cannot eliminate the ef-
fect of those things from the words
which we speak in the Satsang.

Kabir Sahib said, “O Kabir, un-
derstand even half a sentence as a
big scripture. Just understand that
Sat Naam is the only true thing.
All other things are false. I don’t
mean to say that we should not read
the holy books or the scriptures.
Even now we are reading the book
of the Master. The writings and the
scriptures written by the Masters
inspire us for the meditation. They
create within us the desire for do-
ing the meditation. I only mean to
say that when we read the scrip-
tures and the books, we should be
very careful and we should see
where we are going. What the scrip-
tures are telling us, are we doing
that or not?

Saints and Mahatmas introduced
the Satsangs for our benefit. The
only reason for introducing the
Satsangs was for the people to come
to the Satsang and hear what is
said in the scriptures and the holy
books, and after hearing the
words of the Master to make their
lives according to that. Supreme
Father Kirpal always said, “Give
up hundreds of works for Satsang
and thousands of works for medi-
tation.”
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O Brother, if anyone offends
someone, he should apol-
ogize to him and make him
a friend again.

Folding his hands he should
make the request (for for-
giveness), he should fall
at his feet and implore him

(to forgive).

Now Swami Ji Maharaj says that if
Negative Power makes you fight
with each other or when He creates
disunity within the dear ones, you
should see in your within if you
have done any mistakes. You
should try to find out whether it
was your fault or the fault of the
other person, and if you have made
the mistake you should go to him
and request him, like a patient re-
quests to the doctor, you should tell
him, “My mind played a trick on
me, and that is why I fought with
you. Please forgive me.” He who
has not done the mistake should for-
give the person who has come to
apologize, and they should contin-
ue as before with their practices, as
brothers and sisters.

If one does not forgive, even
after doing so much, O
Brother, he is the crimi-
nal (offender) of the Mas-
ter.

How can the suffering of the
one who has jealousy and
enmity in his within be re-
moved?
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Swami Ji Maharaj said that if any-
one has made a mistake, he should
fold his hands and ask for forgive-
ness from the person to whom he
has made the mistake, and the per-
son should forgive him. If he is not
forgiving, then he has the incurable
disease of jealousy and enmity, and
he has become a criminal in the
eyes of the Satguru.

Once, after fighting with each
other, two dear ones came to Mas-
ter Kirpal in my Ashram. One of
them was a group leader. The per-
son who had made the mistake
was apologizing to the group lead-
er, but the group leader was not
forgiving him. So when they came
to Master, Master said, “Well, he
does not have any forgiveness with
him. How can he forgive you?” For-
giveness is a quality which is a gift
of God. and not everyone has that.
In fact, this quality or this virtue is
given only to the Masters. That is
why They always forgive our sins.
You know that we go on commit-
ting the sins again and again, and
They go on forgiving us. Even be-
fore Initiation if we have made any
mistakes, and if we ask for Their
forgiveness, They forgive us, and
after Initiation, also, if we go on
making the mistakes and if we ask
for forgiveness, They forgive us.

With discrimination make the
mind understand; or ask
for the grace of the Sat-
guru.
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It won't happen without the
grace of the Satguru, with-
out the discrimination one
cannot get rid of the bad
qualities of not forgiving.
Jealousy. enmity. etc.

Now He says that if the mind has
become obstinate, i1f he does not
want to get along with others. and
if the mind does not have humility,
then what should you do? You
should stand in front of the Master
and request Him to give you all
these qualities. By requesting Him.
He will definitely help you find a
way out.

He who accepts and dwells
upon the grace of the Sat-
guru gets rid of these bad
qualities.

Tell me how the disease of
one who becomes humble
by wickedness can be re-
moved?*

Now Swami Ji Maharaj says that
Master always showers His grace.
Moment after moment He is show-
ering His grace. If anyone becomes
humble wickedly. then he gets more
punishment. because you cannot
fool the Inner Master, as He is with-
in you, and He watches over your
every single action in His heart.
Kabir Sahib says that sitting at the

* Someone who only pretends to be
humble. but keeps pride in his heart.
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high place, the Almighty Lord is
watching everyone, and according
to the devotion and the service of
the dear ones, He gives them the
rewards.

Always remember — never
think that whatever you are doing
1s not being seen by the Master.
Since He is sitting within you, He
sees everything you are doing; even
your thoughts, He can see. You may
speak what you have in your mind
afterward, but before that He will
know. Saints do not exhibit Their
quality. There is no doubt in the
fact that They have the unique qual-
ity of All-Consciousness.

The deceitful one should do
this: remove the decep-
tions and clean his with-
n.

If he cannot do this himself,
he should make a request
to the Master.

Now He says that if we ourselves
cannot remove the bad qualities of
egoism, jealousy, enmity, deceiv-
ing others, then we should request
to our Master, we should request
Him to remove all these bad quali-
ties. Supreme Father Kirpal used
to say that if we do not confess
after making the mistake, we are
making one more mistake.

Give up deceitfulness and do
not hide the bad qualities,
open up everything to the
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Master and have faith in
Him.

Tell the Master your faults;
again and again request
Him to forgive.

Now Swami Ji Maharaj says,
“Don’t let your mind do all these
mistakes, and then you hide them.”
Never try to hide your faults from
the Master, because you cannot hide
anything from Him. Instead of try-
ing to hide your faults from the
Master, tell your Master that the
mind is bothering you with the lust,
he is trapping you in the egoism,
jealousy, enmity, or deceit. Always
tell your Master the things which
are bothering you, because by tell-
ing Him you will get the help.

O Swami (Lord), remove my
deceitfulness. I am weak,
You Yourself liberate me.

The deceitfulness will leave
me only when You shower
grace in abundance.

O Satguru, I am weak, you are
strong. Without Your grace, I can-
not remove this deceit from my
within. Please shower Your grace
on me.

There is no other way (to re-
move the deceitfulness),
without the grace no oth-
er effort will work.

The deceitful mind has gone
deep within everyone and
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has caught hold of all the
Jjivas by their waist.

Now He says that there is no rem-
edy except the grace of the Master.
Because the mind is sitting within
us and giving us the excuses from
within. Like a competent lawyer,
he is misleading us. He may tell
us, “Well, it is a very long night. [
will wake up later on and will med-
itate.” Then He says, “Everyone in
this world is indulging in lust. So
what is wrong in doing that?” And
he will present many other argu-
ments. He will say that all these
things are created by God, and God
has given us all these things to
enjoy. In one way or the other, he
will always defeat us. There is no
way to survive, except by the grace
of the Master. Farid Sahib said,
“[Dirty] are my clothes, [dirty] is my
face. I am full of [dirty] qualities,
and still people call me a Saint.”

We always call ourselves mahat-
mas, and we always call ourselves
as the good satsangis. No matter
how many times we have made the
faults, we may hide our faults from
the people of the world, and we
may please the world, but do you
think that we can hide our faults
from the One Who is sitting within
us? We will never be able to hide
our faults and the mistakes from
the Master because He 1s sitting
within us, and we will never be able
to please Him if we are continuing
with our faults.
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By doing the Satsang one re-
moves fear and develops
love, thus with the grace
of the Master the deceit-
Sulness runs away.

One who does not open up
his deceitfulness in front
of the Master and calls
himself as the pure one —

Now Swami Ji Maharaj says to
come to the Satsang with love and
faith and [come] regularly. and lis-
ten to what the Master is saying
there. After that, mold your life ac-
cording to the words of the Master.
and with the grace of the Master.
the quality of deceiving and the
wickedness will go away from your
within, and at that place will come
the good qualities.

— has double the amount of
deceitfulness in him and
there is no remedy for
him.

He is not fit for the Satsang.
he is the incurable sick
one in this world.

Saints and Mahatmas do not say
anything to the people in the way
of taunting. They say everything
with sympathy for the dear ones.
Guru Nanak Sahib said that what-
ever the Masters say is for the bene-
fit of the people of the world. If the
dear ones do not tell the Master
about their sins or their faults and
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they pretend to be pure and free
from all these things, they are like
those sick people whose sickness
cannot be removed.

But if he gets the Competent
Master and if he bows his
head down at His feet,

And remains in the Satsang,
gradually he gets liber-
ated.

Now Swami Ji Maharaj says that
when we have got the Master and
when we have been initiated by
Him, then our job is to remain at
the Feet of the Master. Our job is
to surrender ourselves to the Mas-
ter and then keep ourselves in the
Satsang, because gradually by at-
tending the Satsang, all our faults
will go away and we will get all
the good qualities.

If someone gets the (nectar)
of the Satsang, all his im-
purities are washed away.

How much more can I say to
glorify Satsang — I don't

understand any other
means as equal to Sat-
sang.

Satsang is the nectar which puts life
in the dead ones. It is the water
which brings the wetness in the dry
ones. The glory of the Satsang can-
not be described in its full sense,
because in Satsang the perfect Mas-
ter showers all His grace on us. He
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cleans our soul through His gra-
cious eyes. Every Mahatma has de-
scribed the importance or the glory
of the Satsang. Guru Ramdas Ji
Maharaj says, “O Man, if you are
doing any amount of karma with-
out going in the Satsang you are
not doing anything useful. What-
ever you do is like taking things
out of clean water and putting them
in the dirty water.”

There is no other means like
Satsang in the Iron Age.
Saints do not sing about any-
thing but the Satsang.

Pride increases by doing kar-
mas (practices), dharma
(religion), tapas (austeri-
ties), puja (worship) and
dana (donation).

In the Iron Age, the Saints and Ma-
hatmas have described the glory of
Satsang and Naam, because with-
out going to the Satsang, we do not
come 1n contact with the Master,
and without the Master we cannot
get the Naam.

If the (religious deeds) are
not done properly, one
loses by doing them.

That is why the Saints have
come to this conclusion
and have sung the great
glory of the Satsang.

Well, japas, tapas, the worship that
is recitation, whatever we do as the
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rites and rituals are not useful, be-
cause we cannot even do them as
they were intended. Swami Ji Ma-
haraj said that in this Iron Age the
Saints have talked about only three
things: the necessity of having a
perfect Satguru, because without the
perfect Satguru, the Sangat cannot
be made; They have talked about
the importance of the Satsang, be-
cause without going to the Satsang,
we cannot know about our faults;
and They have talked about the
Naam, because without Naam, there
is no Liberation in this Iron Age.

I commented on this one hymn
on two different days. The reason
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tor doing this Satsang was to make
you understand that we all are the
children of the same Father, Lord
Kirpal. We should love each other
and get along with each other. We
should respect each other because
we are the children of the same Fa-
ther. We should do our meditations
wholeheartedly and regularly. be-
cause humility will come only by
meditation. And only by meditation
will we have the love and respect
for the other dear ones.

[The Satsang on the first half of

this hymn was printed in the No-
vember 2003 issue of the magazine)
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Ajaib remembers Kirpal in the bushes of Rajasthan.
Giving up the palaces and mansions, He became a fakir.
The pain of separation of the devotees is unbearable.
— from “Ajaib Kirpal Nu Yad Karda”





