

































































































































































4. THE FOUR KINDS OF LIFE 71

O Dharam Das, one by one I have told you all the truth.
I have told you the signs of all the four kinds of creation. Now listen
about further things.

Recognition of the soul who comes from the human body to the

human body
HYMN
If, when a soul leaves the human body, it comes once again to the
human form—

Listen attentively, Dharam Das, to the recognition of such a soul.

Dharam Das said:

O my Lord, one doubt has crept into my mind: please make me un-
derstand.

The soul gets the human body only after wandering in the cycle of
eighty-four lakhs births.

You told me this before. Why this new statement?

Tell me its secret, O my Master—

Saying this, Dharam Das caught hold of the Master’s feet—

HE REMoves THE EFFecT No matter how unworthy these souls are, and
what wretched human beings they make, they can still, through the
grace of the Master, be liberated; and, by “removing the effect of the
previous body” the Satguru can make real and admirable human beings
out of them.

SIGNS OF THE WOMB-BORN  This description — of those souls who are born as
humans as the result of their natural evolution-is far more positive
than the others, but still contains negative elements. These souls are also
on probation; they have no guarantee of another human birth unless
they use this one for its true purpose. When looked at in this light, some
of these attributes—"he always bows to the idols"— are ominous.

ONE DouBT Dharam Das doubts that a human being could ever be reborn
as another human being; his understanding of the nature of the cycle
precludes that possibility. He is wrong, as we shall see; but his doubt is
an interesting comment on the usual westerner's doubt, which is
precisely the opposite: that human beings can never go down into the
lower creation, but continue to be reborn as humans forever. Scholars
who should know better have wasted pages "proving” that this is the true
esoteric teaching, as opposed to the ignorance of the multitudes. This is
nonsense. It is also harmful, for the true cosmic meaning of the cycle of
births and deaths is trivialized and perverted, and instead of viewing the
wheel as a monstrous cause of suffering, it is seen as a silly game: "what
was I in my last life? —in which no one ever finds that they were born
into a low or unworthy or even dull existence, and one looks forward to
one's next birth to see what interesting person one will become.












































